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Symptoms of cholera
No one can identify cholera by the odor or squeal of the sick pigs, in spite of the widespread belief to this effect. Cholera is not always easy to recognize and even experts fail at times to establish a positive diagnosis. Whenever hogs become sick, any farmer is well advised to suspect cholera first. When a careful investigation shows the disease to be other than this, steps may be taken to fix the blame elsewhere.
If all pigs sick of cholera acted alike, it would be easy to run through the various symptoms and thus identify the disease. Unfortunately this is not the case and a positive diagnosis can be made only by a combination of the history of exposure to cholera, symptoms, and a post-mortem examination of the dead hogs. Hog cholera may be either acute or chronic. In the acute type of the disease, the pigs sicken and die in a few days. In the chronic form the animals may be sick for several weeks before they die.
As a rule, when a herd becomes infected, all the animals do not become visibly sick at the same time. One or two may be observed to refuse feed, preferring to lie in some secluded place. When they are disturbed, they may grunt or squeal and exhibit a marked reluctance to move. As the disease progresses, the sick animals become weaker and frequently stagger when they are forced from their resting place. The eyes may be bloodshot and in some cases there is a sticky discharge about the eyes which often causes the lids to be glued together. Constipation followed by a diarrhea is generally observed in the early stages of the disease. Coughing is a fairly constant symptom if the lungs become affected. When the animals are well advanced in the disease, the skin of the belly and insides of the thighs often assume a dark red or purple color.
The symptoms mentioned may be present in other diseases and these alone will not enable one to recognize hog cholera. As a further aid to a correct diagnosis, the